Listening Test for John Steinbeck’s The Pearl
Excerpt from page 22 to 23.
Name:____________________                           Grade 9 --  _____

Part A.  Multiple Choice.  Answer all items in this section by circling the letter of the BEST option from the list provided.  (2 points each)

1.
From the context of the passage, which of the following choices best describes the meaning of the word “precipitated”?
A. Caused to fall
B. Pushed away

C. Turned over

D. Welcomed home

2. The sentence, “The poison sacs of the town began to manufacture venom, and the town swelled and puffed with the pressure of it,” is an example of which literary device?

A. Hyperbole
B. Literal Meaning
C. Metaphor
D. Simile

3. When the author writes, “…or like hunger in the smell of food,” he is using which literary device?

A. Alliteration

B. Irony

C. Metaphor

D. Simile

4. Why did the beggars “giggle a little with pleasure”?

A. They were greedy.

B. They were hopeless.

C. They were joking.

D. They were scared.

5. Steinbeck calls Kino’s pearl “The Pearl of the World.”  Why is that term used?

A. It is much smaller than the world.

B. It is nearly as big as the world.

C. It is the most beautiful pearl in the world.

D. It is worth more than the whole world.

                     _____
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Part B.  Constructed Response.  Answer all items in this section.  Remember to explain yourself fully, supply evidence, and use the 7-step formula learned this year.  (10 points each)

1.  One possible theme for this novel is: “Often, the desire and temptation of wealth overpowers our concern for other people.”  Do you agree or disagree that this is, indeed, a theme for Steinbeck’s piece?  Support your answer by using two references from the excerpt to which you have listened today.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________










              _____
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2.  This passage explains how the business of pearl buying is carried out in La Paz.  Do you think that this practice is fair?  Explain your answer by referring to one reference from the text.  Also, show that you understand the fairness or unfairness of this system by referring to a personal experience showing how someone once treated you.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                      _____
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Part C.  In response to the excerpt read today from The Pearl, show that you understand the message. (10 points)
You may pick any ONE of the following choices:

i. Produce a visual such as a poster, comic strip, collage, etc.  Feel free to use colour.

ii. Produce a piece of creative writing such as a poem, altered story, different ending, etc.
iii. Pass in an alternate project approved by the teacher in advance.
Please include a title with your piece.
_____________________









                      ____
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Bonus: Notes (vocabulary and questions) on The Pearl may be submitted at this time for 2 bonus marks.










            _____
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Total = _____ =            %
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