Grade 9 English Language Arts Criterion Reference Test Study Guide

Introduction:

The ELA CRT is a standardized governmental examination administered to all grade 9 students across Newfoundland and Labrador with the exception of selected students who qualify for certain exemptions in whole or in part.  While teachers do not know exactly what will be on the examination, the general format is known.  This document is intended as a general study guide for students preparing for this test.  In some instances, suggestions are given that may be helpful to students based on experience with this instrument over the years.  It must be stated, however, that the details of this exam are known to only a few and these have been sworn to secrecy.  

Ultimately, the CRT is a concept based exam and not a content based exam.  This means that students will not be directly tested on any novel, play, short story, poem, etc. covered this year.  In stead, students are tested on their literacy level which is a culmination of all the work they have done in ELA throughout their schooling.

Our school district (ESDNL) has decided that the CRT will be corrected by teachers before being sent off to the government and will constitute 20% of the grade.

1. Format: 

Part 1: Tuesday, June 12 Demand Writing 1

Students are permitted and strongly encouraged to bring a dictionary and thesaurus for this section.  No electronic devices may be used.

Students will be assigned to one of four rooms by homeroom on the second floor.  Work booklets will be distributed and filled out.  A supervising teacher will begin the exam session by reading a prompt from the test and leading students in a brainstorming session.  He or she will follow the specific regulations laid out in the CRT Administration Guide.  After about 10 minutes of preparation, students will be told to begin writing in the space provided in the work booklet.  Extra paper will be available upon request.  

Hint: In past years, students have been directed to produce a specific type of writing (eg: short story, essay, letter, poem, etc.).  In recent years, students have been given the latitude to choose whatever style of writing they feel would best suit the writing prompt.  Either type of prompt is possible, so students should be prepared to write in any style.  

Some specific suggestions:

Short story: Remember that a short story should have a beginning, middle, and end.  Try to establish theme, character, atmosphere, and setting.

Essay: Try to stay with the 5-paragraph format with an introduction containing a clear thesis statement, 3 body paragraphs starting with a topic sentence and providing supporting evidence, and a conclusion restating the thesis.  Refer to handout given earlier this year on the essay.

Poem: If choice is given, students who do not have a talent for poetry would do well to avoid this.  If you are directed to produce a poem remember to make your poem a reasonable length (approximately 30 to 40 lines).  Students should also consider figurative language (metaphors, similes, personification) and emotional appeal (atmosphere, mood, tone).  A first draft or considerable editing and proofreading is strongly recommended here even though this is not a reasonable strategy for other types of writing.

Part 2: Tuesday, June 12 Poetic Reading

This section will be written in the gym.  Exam booklets and bubble sheets will be handed out.  People entitled to pathway supports will be notified and accommodated.  Students will read a poem from the reading booklet and answer questions from the work booklet.  These questions usually include 5 multiple choice (done on a bubble sheet) and 5 constructed response questions.  One of these is often a representing question.

Multiple choice hints: 

Read questions before you read the poem to direct your reading.

Read carefully.  Some of these can be difficult so make sure you understand the question.

Never leave an answer blank.

Narrow your options by eliminating choices you feel a clearly wrong.

Trust your first answer unless you are certain that you have made a mistake.

Constructed response hints:
Read questions before you read the poem to direct your reading and note evidence.

Remember the seven-step approach that we have learned this year.  Use the acronym ODEQC (open, define, explain, quote close).  On ducks each quack counts.
1. Opening sentence (title, genre, author).

2. Definition of term in question or explain the question.

3. Explain your answer.

4. Quote from the piece that demonstrates strong supporting evidence.

5. Explain a second reason for your answer.

6. Quote from piece or personal experience that provides supporting evidence.

7. Closing sentence.

Representing hints:
Students are strongly encouraged to bring coloured leads.

In recent years, this prompt usually tells students to represent the meaning of the poem by producing a poster, drawing, comic strip, poem, etc.  Remember to use title and captions.

A strong visual should:

Have an interesting title.

Make use of captions or words that add meaning to your work.

Have a clear focal point that attracts the viewers’ attention.

Contain a main message that responds to the prompt.

Use colour or shading to add meaning.

Part 3: Wednesday, June 13 Demand Writing 2
Students will again be permitted to bring and use a dictionary and thesaurus but no electronic devices.  This session will be written in a second floor classroom.  A brainstorming session will be lead by a teacher for about 10 minutes and then students will begin to write as with the first demand writing.

Part 4: Wednesday, June 13 Informational Text Reading
This section will be written in the gym and will follow nearly the same format as the Poetic Reading.  Students can expect 5 multiple choice and 5 constructed response with the last one of these often being a representing question.  Students are therefore reminded to bring coloured leads to the gym where this section will be written.
2. Study Suggestions:
Terms:
Students should be familiar with the various literary terms studied this year.  The handout given for review might be helpful, but it is not advised that people devote all of their energies to memorizing these terms.  It is usually enough to be able to recognize and know how to use them.  They may show up as multiple choice items or as terms in the constructed response questions.

Some common terms in previous CRT’s that are not on the handout of literary terms:

Ballad: poem or song narrating a story in short stanzas.

Cinquain: type of 5-line poem.

Content: what is in a piece of writing or questions that check literal understanding.

Context: circumstances allowing understanding.

Epic: long poem dealing with heroes or legend.

Features of text: elements that make up a piece usually referring to informational text.

Haiku: 3-line Japanese poem with 5, 7, and 5 syllables.

Literal meaning: what is being said in a piece, usually a poem.

Lyric: often set to music, expresses subjective or personal point of view.

Narrative: story.

Narrative poem: poem that has a plot.

Notes:

Review all notes and handouts but particularly on:

1. The 5-paragraph essay.

2. The elements of a short story.

3. How to write a poem.

4. How to write a letter.

5. The 7-step approach to constructed response questions.

Grammar:
Visit dependable websites to review elements of style along with grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

www.grammar-monster.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Index_of_literary_terms 
http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/de/resources/litdevices/index.html 

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/ 

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/terms/ 

http://web.uvic.ca/wguide/Pages/LiteraryTermsIndex.html#AlphabetTop 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/UofC/eduweb/grammar/
There are also some references in the ResourceLines 9/10 textbook that might be helpful.

Using Proper Answer Format
Step 1: Opening Sentence (Title/Genre/Author)

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

Step 2: Definition

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

Step 3: Explain your answer

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

Step 4: Quote 

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

Step 5: Closing Sentence

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

                     Final Answer (write it all together):

         ‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾
