St. Francis School Grade 9 ELA: Poetry Reading Test
Name: _____________________                              Class:9-____

Read the poem below and answer all questions that follow.

Out Too Late
By Brent Griffith

When I come home late at night,

after dinner, I think I should have

phoned, said why I was late,

stopped your worry.  Lumpy potatoes fill

my plate, alone at the table,  (5)
growing colder.

Undone homework, littered

across the living room floor,

I turn and half smile, hoping

Dad will understand,  (10)
thinking we’ll talk tomorrow.

Years back, he and I talked all the time,

while we watched our bobbers

floating, listening to Grandpa quietly ramble

on about the big fish he caught.  (15)
I break the silence,

“I didn’t know it was…”

Dad’s icy glare cuts me short.

Tough love he calls it, and

I wish I’d come home,  (20)
earlier.  I know I’ve done it now,
once too often.  Finally,

he shakes his head and goes upstairs.

Thunderous silence shakes the room

harsher than words.  (25)

I fear this time I’ve sunk the boat.

Part 1. Multiple Choice.  Pick the BEST answer.  Two points each.
1. What form is the poem?

a. Ballad

b. Free verse

c. Haiku

d. Sonnet

2. What literary device is “Thunderous silence shakes the room” (line 24)?

a. Atmosphere
b. Conflict
c. Personification
d. Simile
3. Which word best describes the tone (author’s attitude) of this poem?

a. Annoyed

b. Hopeless

c. Outraged

d. Regretful

4. “While we watched” (line 13) is an example of which literary device?

a. Alliteration

b. Allusion

c. Hyperbole

d. Metaphor

5. In the context of the poem, what is the meaning of the phrase “Grandpa quietly ramble on” (line 14)?

a. Boast
b. Talk
c. Think
d. Sing  
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Part 2. Constructed Response. Answer both questions. 10 points each.
1. State a theme or message for this poem.  Support your answer with TWO references from the text.
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2. Identify a symbol (any physical object that stands for an idea) in this poem and explain what idea is being represented.  Support your answer with a reference from the text and a personal experience from your own life which shows how important symbols can be.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Part 3. Representing. 10 points.
Create a visual that represents the poem, “Out Too Late”.  Feel free to colour your work.
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Bonus Question (2 points): What point of view is used in this poem?
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