Study Guide for The Pearl
Vocabulary and Questions are intended to support your understanding of the novel.  Students may hand in this work to be considered for bonus marks for the novel unit on The Pearl. 

A. Vocabulary

Identify and write definitions of all words from chapters that will enhance your vocabulary.  3 to 5 words per chapter should be enough.  Some possible suggestions are:
Chapter 1

parable, pulque, plaintively, bougainvillaea, indigent, alms, suppliant

Chapter 2

poultice, deftly, incandescence
Chapter 3

judicious, essence, precipitated, transfigured, dissembling

Chapter 4

tithe, extravagant, countenanced, solemn, stalwart, benign, legerdemain, contemptuous, collusion, coagulating, lethargy

Chapter 5

searing, exhilaration, edifice

Chapter 6

sinister, monolithic, petulant, germane 
B. Chapter Questions 

Chapter 1

5. What is the meaning of “songs” that come to Kino in his head?  What do they symbolize?

8. Describe the doctor.

9. What does the doctor symbolize?

Chapter 2

1.How are the morning air and atmosphere described in the story?
3. What is Kino’s most prized material possession?

6. Describe Kino’s reaction to the large oyster.

Chapter 3

2. How does the town react to Kino’s finding of the pearl?

4. What songs does Kino hear in this section?  When does he hear them?

5. What does Kino see in the pearl?

Chapter 4

1.Why are the pearl buyers excited about the pearl?

5. While in the office, how does Kino suddenly see the pearl?

6. Why must Kino go to the capital? Do you agree with his view?

Chapter 5

1.How has the pearl caused the relationship between Kino and Juana to deteriorate?

5. Why does the destruction of the canoe represent such a terrible crime to Kino?

Chapter 6

5. How does the landscape now contrast with that at the beginning of the story?

8. How has the granting of Kino’s wish become an irony?
