The Five-paragraph Essay
There are three parts to an essay: introduction (one paragraph), body (usually three paragraphs), and conclusion (one paragraph).
Part A: The introduction is composed of about 6 to 8 sentences (like most paragraphs).  The introduction has three purposes:

1. to state a thesis.

2. to catch the reader’s attention.

3. to give the reader an idea of the direction of your essay.  
1. The most important sentence(s) is the thesis statement.  A thesis statement is one or two sentences which tells the reader what this essay will be about.  It presents your opinion on the topic.  It can occur at the beginning, middle, or end of the introduction.  As a general piece of advice, I would prefer that you get in the habit of starting your essay with the thesis statement.  This allows your reader (most often, me) to know exactly what you are trying to argue.  Some students tend to forget the thesis statement altogether.  So either way, most students find that starting with the thesis statement reminds the young writer of the importance of this part of the introduction.  Once you feel that you are consistently incorporating strong thesis statements in your essays, you should try putting them at the end of the introduction.  This often comes across to the reader as more natural and creative.
2. There are many ways of catching the reader’s attention.  You could use an interesting statistic, fact, quotation, question, two or three line relevant story, or even a definition.  How you wish to get the reader’s attention is up to you.  The main point is to show the reader that this topic is important to you, and you have valuable, thoughtful ideas and opinions to share.
3. Without going into great depth, you can give a reader an idea of the direction of your paper.  This can be done by explaining something of the importance of this topic to your reader or selling the reader on why this topic is significant.  Another way to accomplish this is to provide a preview of your three arguments.  This step is optional which means you are free to use it if you like.  Some teachers and students don’t like this strategy because it can often give a feel of artificiality to your writing.  The essay often feels more flowing and natural without the preview.  While this may be true, I do like this technique (especially for novice writers).  Not only does it clearly reveal the outline of your essay to the reader, it also helps to keep the writer on target.  With your three main arguments stated in the introduction in the order that they will appear in the essay, both reader and writer know what to expect in your essay.  Once you feel more proficient with essay writing, you can experiment with leaving this part out.
 Part B: The body of an essay is usually composed of three paragraphs.  Each of these paragraphs will present an argument that helps to prove your thesis statement from the introduction.  The order of your arguments is important.  Most texts suggest that you start off with a strong argument (to catch the reader’s attention), put your weakest argument in the middle (where the attention of the reader is lowest), and end with the strongest argument.  This order has the effect of building to a climax.  Also, your reader leaves your paper with the best argument still fresh in his/her mind.  In some cases, the order of your paragraphs or arguments will be follow another logical progression.  For instance, an essay may be narrative in which case there will be a chronological (time) order of events.  The essay could be descriptive which will require that details are presented with a special order (top to bottom, left to right, outside to inside, etc.).    

Work hard to establish logical links between paragraphs.  This is referred to as building transitions in your writing.  Transitions connect words to words, sentences to sentences, and paragraphs to paragraphs.  These are all important to give your writing a smooth flow, and we will work on these later.

Each of these body paragraphs should follow a formula:

1. present a topic sentence (or argument).

2. explain your argument. 

3. provide evidence to support your argument and explain it.

4. end the paragraph by making a clear connection from the evidence to topic sentence.

1. Each body paragraph contains a topic sentence.  A topic sentence tells what a paragraph will be about.  In most expository essays, this means that the topic sentence will identify one argument that helps to prove your thesis statement.  Like the thesis statement in the introduction, the topic sentence may occur at the beginning, middle, or end of the body paragraph.  Again, I would strongly recommend that you start each body paragraph with a topic sentence.  As you become more proficient at essay writing you may wish to experiment with placement of topic sentences.
2. The nest step is to explain your argument in a clear manner that is interesting to the reader and shows that you care about and fully understand this argument.  Use strong language that is clear and precise and demonstrates the logic and maturity of you thought and writing.
3. Providing EVIDENCE is a powerful way to get the reader to look more favourably at your argument.  Students often miss this part, but it is vital to a strong essay.  You must provide clear evidence that supports the opinion put forward in the thesis statement.  Some good sources of evidence are: media (TV, print, internet, radio, etc.), experts, statistics, and personal experiences.  It’s important to make sure that you are using reliable sources in all cases.  Evidence should be explained to your reader so that it is clear how this evidence proves the argument that you are trying to make.
4. Remember to end the paragraph by connecting the evidence to the topic sentence.  This has the effect of leaving the reader with the satisfaction that the argument is now at an end.  It’s a much more satisfying experience for the reader.  It is also useful because it reminds the reader of your argument.  Eventually, you can be increasingly more creative with this step.
Part C: The conclusion is the last paragraph of the essay.  It is your last chance to make an impression on the reader.  Do not introduce new evidence or arguments.  Instead, you should do 3 things:

1. restate your thesis.

2. final thoughts.

3. provide a review of arguments (optional).
1. When restating the thesis it is important not to use the exact wording from your thesis statement in the introduction.  The wording should not change the sense of your opinion in the thesis statement.

2. Tie together any loose ends or make a personal appeal to the reader in a way that reveals your concern for this topic.

3. Like the preview in the introduction, the review in the conclusion is optional.  Some students find it useful to remind the reader of the main arguments made in the essay by listing them out quickly.  In addition to reminding the reader of your arguments, this review also provides a feeling of finality to the piece which leaves the reader feeling that this is a planned ending to the essay.
