Social Studies 7

Chapter 1: Empowerment Notes
TERMS FOR CHAPTER 1:

Empowerment

Authority

Legal authority
Constitution

Charter of Rights and Freedoms

Age of majority

Primary source

Indentured

Human rights

Convention on the Rights of the Child

Empowerment: To have control over your life. To be able to make your own decisions and choices.

Ex: To decide what career you will have, if you will marry, who your friends will be, where you will live, etc,.

Authority: The right to make decisions in a particular situation. 

Legal Authority: The government makes laws that all citizens must follow.  People in the justice system (police, courts, and judges) have the legal authority to give consequences to people who break the laws (fines, prisons, youth detention, etc.)
· Authority  gives people power to affect the lives of others. 

· There is a chance that some people in ‘positions of authority’ might misuse their power.

To prevent misuse of power by the government, Canada has a Constitution.

Constitution: A set of rules that government must follow.  It organizes our society and how the government is supposed to work.
A special part of the constitution is the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
The Charter does three important things:

1) Lists our most important rights and freedoms.

2) Requires governments to treat all citizens equally.

3) Protects us from unfair laws and actions of government agencies, such as the police
There are also human rights laws that apply to non-government organizations and individuals.  They protect people from unfair treatment based on their race, sex, religion, etc.
Power and Authority in your life

As you get older, the law will give you the authority to have more power in your life. BUT, having more power means having more responsibility.


Ex: At 16 years of age you can get a driver’s license. You have the power to drive a car but you must accept the responsibility to drive safely and not drink and drive or you will lose your license.

Age of Majority: usually age 18 or 19 in Canada; it is when the law considers you to be an adult.
Personal Empowerment

Personal Empowerment: Being able to do something about your need, wants, opinions, beliefs and feelings
There are many ways to increase your personal empowerment.

1) Learn all you can.

2) Work

3) Volunteer

4) Know your rights and responsibilities

5) Know where to go for help

6) Make Friends

Types of Empowerment

Economic Empowerment: Having enough wealth to take care of your needs and wants.

Ex:  having enough money to make choices about how you want to spend it.

Political Empowerment: Having a say in how our government and leaders are chosen: being aware of issues that are important to the public

Ex: getting to know something about political parties and what they stand for; having an opinion about issues and expressing it to others

Cultural Empowerment: Being free to practice your culture, no matter how large or small your cultural group is.

Ex: People from other countries and heritages being able to practice their religion and follow their culture here in Newfoundland.
Societal Empowerment: When all members of a society are treated fairly and equally.

Ex:  when there is no discrimination against certain people or groups in society by people or groups who are larger and more powerful. 
National Empowerment: When nations have the power to make decisions for themselves.

· Ex:  To decide how to use their natural resources

· How to choose their government and leaders

· Can decide whether or not to go to war with other countries

· Can control who is allowed to come and live in the country

Disempowerment

People who are ‘disempowered’ feel they have little or no control over their lives. They are not able to make choices about things that matter to them. 

Human Rights: the rights of every person to be empowered economically, socially, politically, and culturally; also to be considered a citizen of a country and to have other countries respect that.
Convention on the Rights of the Child: Canada joined other countries in signing this declaration which says that children have a right to:

· A welcoming home

· To play

· An education
HOME CHILDREN

Make sure you know the story of the Home Children;
· who were they

· children who lived in orphanages because they had no parents or their parents were not able to look after them

·  where they came from

· From England

·  why did they come to Canada 
· To get them away from living in poverty and to give them a chance to have a better life in Canada (new family, new jobs, learn a trade, etc.)

· when did this take place

· it started in the 1860’s and ended in the 1930’s

· what happened to them 

· some were placed in good homes

· some were taken in but not given the care and attention they were supposed to have

· some had very bad experiences

· many were separated from brothers and sisters

· why it was so hard for them to speak up for themselves and improve things

· because they were children and were generally not listened to

· many people thought all the home children were liars and could not be trusted (prejudice)

· they were isolated from other people and it was hard for them to find someone in authority that could help them

· why the program was eventually  discontinued
· better communications made it possible for the stories of some of these children to be known

· people started to change their attitude about children

· should have a chance to grow up and be educated before being sent to work

Some of the “home children” were “indentured”, which meant that they had to work for a family until they were 18, often with little or no wages.

The Home Children story is an example of how children can be disempowered.

Primary sources: records of events in the past made by people who were there at the time.  They can be pictures, documents, letters, diaries, interviews, etc.

EX; the Voices of the Home Children on page 17 are examples of primary sources.
