Français    Le Passé / the past (regular verbs)   

In English, it’s easy to say stuff in the past; just one verb!
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                   Ex.  He danced all night.    (See, just one verb … “danced”.)                     
 
      French is tougher. They use 2 verbs… a “helper” verb plus  another verb in a   
     past form. Anyway, that “helper” verb is almost always 
    some form of the verb AVOIR (to have). Be sure to know all the forms:
    
             J’ ai                                      Nous avons
            Tu as                                     Vous avez
             Il a / elle a / on a                  Ils ont / Elles ont        
             
               Anyway, here’s how you form the past in French for regular verbs: 
         
   Step # 1: Choose the form of AVOIR that goes with the   
             
              person/people/thing(s) that is doing whatever action in the past.  
                                              
        Step # 2: Take the verb you want, chop off the last 2 letters,
 [image: ]                           and add a new ending!                [image: ]  









                     
                                    So, what are these “endings” anyway? 

         For verbs ending in “ER”, the new ending is  é . (Pronounced [ Ay ] ) 

         For verbs ending in “RE”, the new ending is  u.  (Pronounced [oo] )

         For verbs ending in “IR”, the new ending is  i .   (Prounounced [ee] ) 

         A few examples: we’ll use the verbs “danser, attendre, and choisir” .
                                                                                                                  
                       J’ ai  dansé.     =     I danced  

                      Tu  as  attendu .   =    You waited

                       Il  a choisi.   .=     He chose.    
       So far so good (I hope). Now, what about saying something DIDN’T happen;   
       the negative ? Well, you need to use:      ne …pas. 

       How do you use the negative in the past? You put NE before the form of Avoir you use,  and PAS after it.       --- Check these examples out: 
                             
                            Je n’ai pas dansé . = I didn’t dance.

                            Tu n’as pas attendu.  = You didn’t wait.

                            Il n’a pas choisi. = He didn’t choose.  
 
          Well, that’s all for now. Hope this doesn’t stress you!                                                           
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