 Français 8                   The Imperative – L’Impératif              
 
   The imperative is a form of French verbs used to give orders, give directions, or make suggestions. 
   Examples:
· Passez le ballon! = Pass the ball!
· Sautons! =  Let’s jump!
-    Tournes la raquette . = Turn the racket.

There are only 3 forms of this form. They are the forms that go with the words “Vous, Nous  and Tu,”  
 
  *You may use the “Tu” form to give a direction. 
  *The “Vous” form is a command. 
  *The “Nous” form is a suggestion and you include yourself in the  
     group. ( you make a suggestion, like ‘Let’s ….!’ ) 

  By the way, you don’t say the words “Tu,Vous, or Nous” even though the verbs use their forms. 

To make life easier, here’s a chart with the endings for 3 types of verbs in the imperative:  
                    -ER verbs                -IR verbs                 -RE verbs 

(example)       parler                        choisir                  attendre
      
    (Tu )               parle                         choisis                   attends

   (Vous)             parlez                       choisissez              attendez

   (Nous)             parlons                     choisissons             attendons

  Examples:    
· Parle français. = Speak French.
· Attendons = Let’s wait.
· Choisissez Mountain Dew! = Choose Mountain Dew! 
 
   If you want the negative to say “Don’t …...” or “Let’s not….”  you use 
   “Ne……pas.”     Put “Ne” in front of the verb and “pas” after it.

   Ex.      N’attendons pas!= Let’s not wait!
              Ne regarde pas. = Don’t look. 
