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Social Studies: Chapter 7

Grade 8 Assignment/Notes

“The Interwar Years”

Name:____________________________
Teacher:____________________________

1. Why did the government of Newfoundland use Economic Diversification as a solution? (Page 150)

Those that had served over seas came back looking for jobs to help rebuild their lives.  With jobs scarce and the prices of fish falling, economic diversification was seen as a solution.

2. List 5 things the government of Newfoundland did during economic diversification as relief for families after WW I? (Pages 150-151)

Introduced Developmental projects such as

1. Manufacturing of explosives

2. Processing of peat

3. Making of fertilizer
1. New mines opened at Buchans and St. Lawrence

2. Forestry industries sprung up on the west coast and in southeast Labrador

3. Using the map on page 150, list the major towns that grew up as land based economies in Newfoundland and Labrador?

Badger



Corner brook

Grand Falls



Deer Lake

Buchans



Bell Island

Bishop’s Falls


St. Lawrence

Deer lake



Botwood

4. What was the importance of Mining to the people of Newfoundland and Labrador?  What were the two most valuable mineral resources that were being mined for? (151)

The importance of mining to the people was that it provided much needed jobs and prosperity for Newfoundlanders especially in rural areas, since the fishery was at a major low.  

The two most valuable resources being mined for were copper and iron ore.

5. Who discovered the Buchans Mining operation?  What types of resources were mined at Buchans?  What other developments resulted from mining in the town of Buchans? (152)

Matthew Mitchell discovered the ore body in 1905 that led to the start of mining operations in 1927.

The ore discovered at Buchans contained zinc, lead, copper, gold and silver.  It was not until 1925 when advanced technologies were great enough to separate the minerals form the ore profitably and the development of the site became viable.

Once the mining operation became established in Buchans, it became a company owned and controlled town.  In less than a year it had a mine, mill, church, school, bunkhouses and cottages. 

6. Why was developing St. Lawrence into a mining town important to the people? (153)

St. Lawrence was going through a great depression and hardship.  Many families were living in poverty.  The 1929 tidal wave damaged the ocean floor and devastated the local fishery, which had been the economic cornerstone of the region.

7. What type of ore was mined in St. Lawrence and what was it used for? (153)

The type of ore mined in St. Lawrence was Fluorspar, which is a non-metallic ore that can be purple, yellow, green or transparent.  It is used in the manufacturing of, among other things, aluminum, glass, and the refrigerant freon.

8. In St. Lawrence there was open pit and underground mining.  Explain the difference between each? (153)

In open pit mining there are large trenches or holes in the surface that are mined.  

In underground mining men worked far beneath the surface in dismal surroundings, without proper ventilation or safety gear.   These conditions had devastating and deadly effects on the health of the workers.

9. Name the two most important towns in Newfoundland with regards to the forestry? (156)

A.  Grand Falls


B.  Corner brook

10.  Name three factors that contributed to the start of Forestry in Newfoundland? (156)

1.  Increased international demand for newsprint

2.  Railway made access to the interior of Newfoundland easier

3.  The wealth of the forests coupled with a high demand of lumber. 

11. Close to 200 sawmills were created in NL and Lab. Between 1890-1900 and created many jobs.  What happened to them in the 1920’s? (156)

A lack of supply of lumber in the 1920’s brought closure to many large sawmills.

12.  What did the forestry sector in Corner Brook provide to fishing families and the Mi’kmaq (156)? Why was employment in the forestry sector so important to Newfoundland Families? (157)

The forestry provided fishing families and the Mi’kmaq with new employment opportunities.  The fishery was declining as a resource and the Mi’kmaq saw a decrease in the fur trade as well.  Families moved to Cornerbrook from smaller communities and worked as loggers, paper mill workers, or in the hydroelectric plants that were used to supply power to the mills.

13.  What types of land based resources provided employment in each of the following towns?

A. Bell Island: Mining


G. Buchans: Mining

B. Grand Falls: Forestry Industry
H. St. Lawrence: Mining

C. Glenwood: Logging town
D. Badger: Logging town
E. Deer Lake: hydroelectric plant

F. Bishop’s Falls: hydroelectric plant

14. Briefly describe the cause of the Labrador Boundary Dispute? (159)

The Grand River Pulp and Paper Company was granted permission to cut trees on both sides of the now Churchill River by the Newfoundland Government.

Canada believed that Quebec owned inland Labrador and Newfoundland owned only a narrow strip of Coastal Labrador.  

15. How was the Labrador Boundary Dispute resolved and what was the resolution? (159)

This was brought to the highest court in Britain (Judicial Committee of the Privy Council) and it was ruled that Newfoundland was granted the coast of Labrador and all the area through which the rivers flowed to the Atlantic Ocean.

16. Many families left the fishery to pursue careers in industrial towns.  List three reasons industrial life was more of a benefit? (160)

1.More secure work

2.Steady income

3.Higher pay

17. Industrial Towns were owned by companies that controlled housing, available amenities, and local stores?  List 5 improvements that such companies brought to the towns? (161)

A. Construction of houses, schools, churches, hospitals and community halls provided improved services to the people.

B. Easier access of news from friends in the US and Canada

C. Higher Standard of living

D. Woman’s roles changed (woman could provide more time to the home and children

E. Woman could now work outside the home in St. John’s mainland Canada and the United States

18. How did the role of a woman change in industrial town employment? (161)

Husbands were often in industrial towns working at the lumber camps or in the mines/mill.  Woman took more responsibility taking care of the children and running the household.

Woman took jobs as servants in the industrial towns.  Many young woman left smaller communities and took work outside the home in St. John’s, Mainland Canada and the United States. 

19. What major catastrophe occurred on the Burin Peninsula in 1929?  Briefly describe the disaster and were the major effects on the Newfoundland people? (162-163)

On November 19th, 1929 a powerful earthquake ripped apart the ocean floor on the Grand Banks causing the ocean floor to rise and fall, creating a tidal wave called a Tsunami. 

As a result fifteen meter waves came rushing into towns destroying schools, stores, homes and vessels and swept people into the sea.  It killed 27 people and over 40 communities were affected.

20. What was the Great Depression?  (163)

A major downturn in the economy that Newfoundlanders and Labradoreans experienced after the war.  It lead to starvation and turmoil.

21. List four factors that contributed to the Great Depression? (163)

A. The demand for fish and other products decreased.

B. The collapse in fur prices caused major hardships for trappers and aboriginals

C. Government revenues declined during the great depression and they could not help people in need

D. Factory production declined and businesses were forced to lay off employees.

22. Why was the government unable to provide adequate support to families during the Great Depression? (163)

Due to the money borrowed to pay for the railway back in the 1930’s, the government was in major debt.  No more money could be borrowed and government could do little to help individuals in need.

23. How did fisherman and aboriginal peoples face the issue of starvation?

A. Some fisherman took food from the merchants as a last resource

B. Aboriginals and fisherman began cultivating a garden and harvesting the resources of the sea.

C. In urban areas such as St. John’s, people relied on church groups and the generosity of friends and relatives.

24. What is “Going on The Dole”?  Why was it a disgrace? Was it easy to receive relief?

Going on the dole was a term used to describe receiving relief from the government.  It was humiliating and disgraceful as Newfoundlanders were always very hard working people that took prided in working hard and supporting their family on their own.

It was very difficult to receive relief from the government.  You either had to travel to larger centers where relief supplies were or sell your own goods for food before relief would be provided (i.e. sell two cows and buy food)

25. Who is Sir Richard Squires?  What was his main success in Newfoundland and Labrador?  Why was he subject to hostility and controversy between 1920 and 1940? (166)

Richard Squires was a politician that served as Prime Minister form 1919 – 1923 and from 1928-1932.  His main success story in Newfoundland was the building of the Pulp and Paper Mill in Cornerbrook.  He was subject of hostility and controversy as he was convicted of tax evasion and accused of pocketing public funds.  

26. In St. John’s, frustration of the Great Depression lead to the St. John’s riot of 1932. What three political factors were major contributors to the St. John’s riot? (166)

A. Government tried to raise extra money by increasing the taxes on imported goods that were essential to the people.

B. To save money, Government workers were laid off, thus increasing the unemployed.

C. Prime Minister squires had accusations against him for taking public funds and paying himself.

27. How did members of the opposition and other political opponents try to resolve the riot?  What was the result? (167)

Members of the opposition and other political opponents of the Squires government held a peaceful demonstration on April 5th, 1932 to plan a resolution.  Crowds waited to hear the results and when police were called to clear the steps, a major riot began causing many injuries.  The colonial building was ransacked.   

28. Why did the British Government appoint a Commission of Government?  What type of government did it replace? (169)

Many Newfoundlanders and political people lost faith in the political system as the Great Depression continued.  In 1934 a Commission of Government was appointed by Britain to replace the system of responsible government.

29. When Prime Minister Alderdice took over from Sir Richard Squires and began to run the affairs of Newfoundland he faced an undaunting task of Bankruptcy?  What was his solution and what did he agree to allow? (170)

Newfoundland considered defaulting or not making the payments on its loans, however, the British Government would not allow it.  Alderdice’s new government received a loan from Britain and Canada and in return agreed to the appointment of a royal commission to investigate its affairs.  

30. What was the Amulree report and what was its recommendation?  What was the final result for Newfoundland and Labrador? (170)

The Newfoundland Royal Commission, headed by Lord Amulree published its report.  The report described Newfoundland’s social, political, and economic situation, as well as its future prospects.  The report deemed local leaders incompetent and responsible for the turmoil and hardship.  More importantly, the report recommended the suspension of self-government until Newfoundland was self-supporting.   

31. Who made up the Commission of Government? (174)

The Commission of Government comprised of a British Governor, three British representatives, and three Newfoundland representatives.  These people only answered to The Dominions office in London and had the authority to act without any consent from the people of Newfoundland.

32.  The Commission of Government came up with policies for Newfoundland and Labrador.  List four things that Newfoundland and Labrador had no say in? (174)

a. Newfoundlanders were unable to vote for their leaders.

b. Had no influence over taxation.

c. Had no influenced over the spending of public money.

d. Had no influence over the enactment of laws (making laws).

33. What positive things did Commission of Government do to help meet the needs of Newfoundlanders and Labradoreans? List? (174)

It engaged in agricultural projects and improved social programs such as health care, education, and law enforcement.

34. What was the Land Settlement Scheme introduced by the Commission of Government? (175)

The land settlement scheme was a scheme to create farming communities and settle unemployed people on the land. 

35. What three criteria were required to qualify for the Land Settlement Scheme? (175)

A. Families had to be receiving government relief

B. Families had to have at least one adult male to work on community projects and to clear land.

C. Family members had to help with the farm work  

36. List the responsibilities that children had in the Land Settlement Scheme? (175)

A. Children had to do household chores

B. Children had to attend school, which instruction included in the Norwegian subject Hjemstedslaere or homestead knowledge.  This involved cooking, carpentry, the cultivation of a school garden, the running of a dairy, and the study of nature. 

37. What was the end result of the Land Settlement Scheme and Why?

The land settlement scheme was expensive and controversial.  Many settlers felt extreme loneliness living away from their families in isolation and separated from friends and relatives.  Some considered it like living in a labor camp and hated the fact of constant supervision by trustees and managers of the scheme.  Many settlers moved away.

38. Who ran the education system in Newfoundland and Labrador during the 1920’s and 1930’s?  How did the government contribute? (177)

The churches ran the education system in the 1920’s and 1930’s and the government had little involvement except providing money to the religious organizations.

Did the Commission of Government play a role in Education during the 1920’s and 1930’s?  Why or Why not? (177)

The Commission of Government wanted to take over education as they thought Newfoundland’s problems stemmed from the lack of trained teachers and well equipped schools. 

The churches would not give up control and the Commission of Government did not want to get into a heated battle.  The Commission accepted the existing situation.  

39. What major education law was passed in 1943? (177)

In 1943 a law was passed making education free and compulsory for all school-age children.

40. Who is Violet Cherrington and what major role did she play in Education? (179)

Violet Cherrington came to St. John’s and became the headmistress of Bishop Spenser School (A private church of England school for girls).  This school admitted girls of all faiths and from all social backgrounds.  They even provided scholarships to girls whose families could not afford school fees.  Cherrington designed the curriculum for the school.

41. List the subjects that Violet Cherrington thought were necessary to the school curriculum and provide her reason for each subject? (179)

A. The ordinary subjects

B. French with special emphasis on pronunciation.

C. Nature study so that students may understand and appreciate the beauty around them.

D. Physical drill so that they may grow strong and vigorous.

E. Drawing and painting to train the eyes and hands as well as to encourage a useful hobby for leisure hours.

F. Needlework so that every girl will be able to sew and make their own cloths.  

G. Games to make them strong and develop the muscles

H. Literacy and debating clubs to develop language skills.

42.  Who funded hospitals in Newfoundland during the 1920’s and 1930’s? (180)

The government was less involved in health care in the 1920’s.  While the government funded for the Grace General hospital and Mental hospital in St. John’s, six new hospitals that opened in the 1920’s were funded and operated by private groups, industrial companies, and charitable societies.

43. What were the Commission of Governments main three priorities for health care?  Why did they believe this was important? (181)

The Commission’s main three priorities for Health care was:

A. Fight Disease

B. Improve childhood immunization

C. Provide diet supplements

They felt this was important due to the high numbers of tuberculosis, beri-beri, and other vitamin deficient diseases that plagued rural communities during the depression (poor living conditions)

44. What three things did the Commission of Government set up as a decisive first step for health care in Newfoundland? (181)

The three things the Commission of Government set up as a decisive first step for health care was:

A. Department of Public Health and Welfare.

B. A network of cottage hospitals that were well staffed.

C. A floating hospital ship called the Lady Anderson. This served people along the southwest coast and was later used to transport to and from the Placentia Cottage hospital.

45. What police force did Commission of Government establish in the 1930’s.  What was the force responsible for?  Who was their first Ranger? (183)

When the commission of Government assumed office there was little police presence outside the major centers.  Thus, they established the Ranger Force.

The force was responsible for small and remote communities of Newfoundland and Labrador. Their first Ranger was Mr. Brian White.  The Royal Canadian Mounted police eventually replaced this force in 1950.

46. To be a Ranger, list the six selection criteria? (183) 

A. A man between the ages of 21 and 28 years

B. Single

C. Physically fit

D. At least 5’9” tall

E. Weigh no more than 185 pounds (84 kilograms)

F. Have a Grade Eleven certificate

47. What force replaced the Ranger Force in Newfoundland and Labrador?  What positive and negative impacts does this have on our present Royal Newfoundland Constabulary?

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police replaced the Ranger force.

Positive:  Ensure protection of all rural areas of Newfoundland and Labrador at no cost to the Newfoundland people.  They are a very well trained force that works with the RNC cooperatively to fight crime/

Negative:  Takes jobs away from Newfoundlanders.  Less job opportunities in the RNC as they are only stationed in major centers across Newfoundland (St. John’s, Mount Pearl, Corner brook, Labrador City) 

