Social Studies

Chapter 4

Naval Governors (1730-1817) - Henry Osborne (Ist Naval Governor)
· Early 1800’s

· Appointed by the British Government.

· Put in St. John’s during the fishing season to control military, political, and judiciary (legal system).

· Had the title of “Ëxcellency”

· Was a very challenging position especially in 1816 and 1818 when fish prices fell, widespread poverty, a large influx of Irish immigrants, a series of harsh winters, and fires left many people homeless and led to violence and unrest.  

· This period was called “Winter of the Rals – where Rals was used to describe the homeless and starving

Crown Colony (1824)

· A Crown Colony is a territory that is controlled by the British Government but is not physically a part of the United Kingdom 

· A Crown Colony is under the jurisdiction of the British Commonwealth and is subject to the sovereignty of the United Kingdom.

·  Newfoundland became a Crown Colony in 1824.  This meant that England was responsible for establishing a civilian government.

Civil Governor (1824)

· Since Naval governors did not suit a growing population and Newfoundland was no longer being considered a fishing station, but a permanent population, Britain decided to change its political institution.  Thus, they were made a Crown Colony with a Civil Governor.

· The Civil Governor was appointed by the British Government, was solely under control of the British government

· He could seek advice from an appointed council (of people living in the colonies) but did not have to follow their recommendations. 

· Under this government, Newfoundlanders finally had a say in the running of the affairs, even though it was small.

Some people, such as Patrick Morris and William Carson, pushed for further reform and wanted the people living in Newfoundland to have more say in their governance.  The next step was Representative Government, although their final goal was Responsible government.

Representative Government (1832)

· Granted by the British Government in 1832.  

· Consisted of a Governor, a legislative council, and an assembly.

· The governor and council were appointed by the British Government.  Any man that was over the age of 21 years and lived in Newfoundland for 1 year could vote to elect members of the assembly.

· Assembly had little say in actually making laws/rules, and could only suggest ideas.  Therefore the appointed governor and appointed council were in reality “the Government”.

Problems with Representative Government

1. The council members were represented by wealthy merchants, and the assembly members were represented the poor people and fishers.  Their interests were very different and both parties quarrelled so much with each other that little work could be done. 

2. There was intimidation and violence to people that took sides in the fight between the council and the assembly.  

Responsible Government (1855)
· In 1855, Newfoundland was granted Responsible government that replaced Representative government. 

· This form of government lasted until 1933

· This meant that the appointed governor would have no real power, but would appoint a legislative council (cabinet) from the elected assembly.  This is the form of government in place in this province today.

· The party that wins the majority of the seats in elected assembly has the leader of their party become Premier.  

· This gave real power to the people because for the first time, people who were elected were making decisions and controlling the government.

TODAY

· In today’s political system the people vote for members in their ridings from a particular political party (liberal, PC, or NDP).  All members form the elected assembly. The elected members from the elected assembly become members of the House of Assembly.

· The Premier chooses a cabinet of ministers for various responsibilities within Newfoundland and Labrador.

· Under this style of Government in 1855, the Governor had no real power.  The legislative assembly (i.e PC’s) and the House of Assembly Members (all elected members) make rules that the cabinet members enforce (PC Ministers and Premier).  Elected cabinet/Party has the major say.

· Phillip Francis Little was the first premier in Newfoundland.

Responsible Government Challenges

Even though the power of Newfoundland and Labrador was placed in the hands of its people the new system of government faced many religious, political and economic challenges.

A. Denomination (Religion)

· Most of the immigrants who came to Newfoundland from Europe were Christians. They were mainly Roman Catholic and Protestant. Roman Catholics supported a Liberal government while Protestants were predominantly Conservative. 

· Religious rivalries often became violent. For example, in 1861, the governor dismissed the liberal government as they were thought to be corrupt and incompetent.  The PC’s were placed in charge.  This caused a riot between the two groups and 3 people were killed; 20 wounded.

· Due to the riot people were outraged with the government and wanted to get rid of religious rivalries from  politics.

· Government supported the people and agreed:

i. That cabinet positions and jobs in the public service would be shared among the respective denominations.

ii. A school system was established based on religious denominations and government provided money to the churches to run the schools. This was called the Denominational school system 

iii. The Denominational school system operated for over 100 years from 1874-1991.   

B. Confederation: Should Newfoundland be a part of Canada or Independent?

· One of the major issues in Newfoundland politics in the 1860s related to whether Newfoundland should give up its independence and become part of the Dominion of Canada.

· There were those who felt that joining Canada could be advantageous for Newfoundland (Premier Frederic Carter)

· There were those who felt strongly that Newfoundland should not give up its independence (Anti Confederate: Charles Fox Bennett)

· The issue was strongly debated in the general election of 1869.  However, the anti- confederates defeated the confederates 

· 21 seats to nine defeating Confederation.

ARGUMENTS FOR CONFEDERATION:

· changes were needed if there were to be job opportunities and a way out of poverty for many people
· not enough trade, existing resources (cod) isn’t enough for the colony to survive
· people will have to leave if things don’t get better
· a union with other colonies would bring strength and prosperity (they used the example of the United States)
· the union with the neighbouring colonies will be fair and equitable to all; rights protected
ARGUMENTS AGAINST CONFEDERATION:

· they said there would be increased taxation

· young men would be drafted

· Newfoundland would lose its independence

· Newfoundland should remain loyal to Britain

· Resources would be taken away

Anti-Confederates relied heavily on influencing people by fear and emotion.

BUILDING OF THE RAILWAY:

· Markets and prices for fish and seals had greatly declined in the 1880’s
· Population was growing rapidly but few job opportunities other than fishing were available
· People were leaving Newfoundland
· Many felt the building of the railway would help in several ways:
· Open up land-based resources such as mining, logging, farming
· Create jobs in building the railway
· The other colonies had a railway

Construction began in 1881, completed in 1897, being built in several stages, did not include the French shore.

The building of the railway had a big impact on the Mi’kmaq people

· They contributed to the surveying and building of the railway

· When the railway was complete, it was possible for settlers and sportsmen to get to the caribou herds in the interior, which were vital to the Mi’kmaq way of life

· The size of the herd declined and this was catastrophic to the Mi’kmaq people

CRISES OF THE 1890’s:

· St. John’s was hit with several devastating fires

· Buildings were wooden, built close together, this made it almost impossible to contain a fire once it had broken out

· Biggest fire was in 1892

· Government helped by authorizing charter vessels to get relief supplies from Halifax and New York

· Set up tents and temporary sheds for the homeless

· Professional fire department was set up after this

FRENCH SHORE CRISIS:

· Under existing treaties between Britain and France, French fishers had the right to fish on the French Shore
· Newfoundlanders wanted to develop this area and settle
· Newfoundlanders had to put up with the fact that the British still had control over these things because of their international treaties with France
· The issues came to a head in the early 1890’s; the French wanted to catch lobster as well as fish; Newfoundland protested
· The issue was never solved, but was eventually dropped as part of the ëntente cordiale between Britain and France (settlements involving other territories as well)
· The whole issue contributed to the growth and development of Newfoundland Nationalism (a strong attachment to one’s nation, or patriotism)
THE 1894 BANK CRASH:

· The Commercial Bank couldn’t open because it didn’t have enough money to cover it’s deposits

· Complicated set of circumstances contributed to this, involving the dependence of the economy on the fishery, which was declining

· RESULT:  the Newfoundland government had no money to operate or pay its debts, creating financial chaos

· The Canadian banks moved in to replace the bankrupted Newfoundland banks 

· The Canadian dollar became legal tender

WILLIAM FORD COAKER AND THE FISHERMEN’S PROTECTIVE UNION

· Began when William Ford Coaker signed up 19 fishermen at Herring Neck
· The aim was to give working class people a greater share of the wealth their labour produced
· Goals included :
· Reforming the truck system – truck system made fishermen powerless
· Reforming government – he thought it was controlled by wealthy men who didn’t understand or care about working people
· The FPU was opposed by the Roman Catholic church, who thought it would be a threat to the denominational school system

How he met his goals:

· Coaker founded the town of Port Union, set up trading company to replace the truck system

· he also helped members of FPU to be elected to the House of Assembly to help reform government

By the 1920’s, the power and influence of the FPU was beginning to wane.
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