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Disempowerment (Page 15)

Living with Disempowerment

1. How do disempowered people feel?  Why? 
People who are disempowered feel that they have little control over their lives because they are not able to make choices about things that matter to them.  They may feel that rules they have to live by are unfair and that they do not have the power to change them. They may also fear that they may be treated even worse if they speak up.
Human Rights in History    

2. What are Human Rights? 
Human rights are the rights of every person to be empowered economically, socially, politically, and culturally.  They also include the right of a person to be a citizn of a nation and to have other nations respect this fact.
Children and Disempowerment

3. Why are children disempowered?  
They are disempowered because it tis hard for children to speak up for themselves because adults have the authority in almost all situations.
4. What does the Convention on the Rights of the Child state?  
It states that children have the right to grow up in a welcoming home, the right to play, and the right to get an education.
Home Children (Pages 16-19)
1. Who were the “Home Children”?  
The “Home Children’ were approximately 100,000 orphans or children their parents could not afford to care for, who were sent to Canada between the 1860s and 1930s. They came from large institutions called “homes” in Great Britain. 
Trying to Solve a Problem
2. What was the problem for the people who ran the homes?  
They had too many children to care for.
3. What was the solution for their problem?  
They decided that they would send the children to Canada where they would be given a good life and would have a better chance of finding work when they became adults.
4. Why were they sent to Canada? 
In Canada they could go to work for farmers and others who needed help.
What was Supposed to Happen

5. How old were the Home Children?  They were between 7 and 15 years old. 
6. The children who were workers would be indentured.  What did this mean?
This meant that they would have to stay with the family and work until they were 18 years old.  At the end of the indenture they would be paid a small wage, sometimes just a few dollars a month, for the years of work.
7. What were the responsibilities of the families taking care of the children?  
They were supposed to make sure that the children went to school for at least a few years, that they were treated fairly, and given food shelter and clothing.
What Really Happened

8. Were most children treated very badly or very well?  Explain.  
Most children were treated neither very badly nor very well.  Their basic needs were lokked after but they were not treated as a part of the family.  They worked hard but often did not get paid.  Few went to school or made friends.  Children for the same family were sent to different places. 
Why Couldn’t Home Children Do More to Help Themselves?

9. Do you believe the Home Children were disempowered?  Explain.
Yes they were disempowered.  At the time most people believed that children did not have a say in what would happen in their lives. They were often sent to farms in the country and were unable to talk to anyone who might help them.  Even if they did get to talk to someone they were not beleived and were considered liars or lazy. 
Ideas Change

10. Why did the Home Children program end in 1939?
Because of a famous case of a child being mistreated, many people started to realize how poorly the children were being treated.  The governments of Canada and Great Britain investigated the conditions.  Canada made it illegal for any children under 14 to be sent to Canada without their families.  The program ended completely in 1939 partly due to bad economic times in Canada which meant that farmers could not afford to take in Home Children as helpers.

