Subject Area:


Social Studies 




Course:


Social Studies (Intermediate)

Level of Instruction:

Grade 7 
Program Description & Guiding Principles

At the Intermediate Level, the Social Studies Program uses an interdisciplinary approach and specific topics are organized thematically and chronologically when appropriate. 
Specific topics deal with real-life issues and respond to the students’ need for relevance.  It requires young adolescents to examine their value systems in light of the expectations of their society, and deals specifically with rights and responsibilities with respect to the individual, community, and the natural environment.

It includes the use of case studies, role models, current events, and practical projects that cater to students’ needs, interests and abilities.

The Social Studies Program for the intermediate grades is designed around conceptual organizers.  The organizing concept for the Grade 7 curriculum is “empowerment”.  The curriculum examines various aspects of empowerment – including personal, political, cultural, social and national.  It draws largely on the history of the Canadian nation from the early 1800’s to the end of World War I.  Reference is made to earlier periods as well as the contemporary.

Authorized Learning Resources

A Curriculum Framework for Social Studies, Navigating the Future (1998)

Social Studies Intermediate Curriculum Guide (7 – 9) (Interim, 1986)

Atlantic Canada Social Studies Curriculum Guide Grade 7 (draft, June 2004)

Changing Your World:  Investigating Empowerment (with teachers guide) (2004)

Evaluation Plan

Project/Activities/Assignments/Portfolio
50%




Tests





30%




Final exam




20%




100%



