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Threat from the United States

BNA had already been at war with
the U.S. In the 1860s, some 
Americans started talking about 
taking over our prairies and the
gold-mines (in B.C.). People here
felt that we would be better able
to defend ourselves if united 
together. 

Trade
At one point BNA had a reciprocity
treaty with the US. They didn't 
tax one another's goods. However
in the 1860s, the US started 
to talk about ending this reciprocity.
It looked like we could no longer
depend on this free trade so it was felt
it might be better to have free trade
between the colonies and share the same 
currency.

Railway Demand for Land
Railways were seen as a solution
to the transportation problems
in the colonies. N.S., N.B. and the 
Province of Canada had railways
but they were not joined. as well 
the St. Lawrence was frozen over 
during the winter so goods couldn't
be transported between colonies.
Railways were expensive so if the 
colonies joined, they could share the
cost to connect them all up.  

Many new people moved to BNA
and many wanted to farm. Much
of this good farmland was in 
Rupert's Land- this is where the 
First Nation's lived. The HBC
said they owned the land. It was 
thought that if the colonies joined 
they could  get enough $$
to buy the land, people could 
move there and farm. Farmed goods
could be sold to the rest of Canada.  
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­afraid of losing their language
and culture.
­ thought the decision should be
made by the people.  

­thought they could get work
done under one large political
organization. 
­ they had large debts and were hoping
the costs would be shared. 

­they thought they could get 
business by shipping to the colonies. 
­they could sell coal.
­better protection from the U.S.  

­they would not have power
to make decisions.
­they would have to help pay the Province
of Canada's debt.
­already had good trade with the US. 
­there was no plan to deal with
absentee landlords
­ didn't want to be governed from a 
central location
­didn't want to pay for a railway (island) 

­they thought the coal and steel 
industry would benefit.
­they also liked the idea of the 
railway. 

­ they would not have power to
make decisions.
­they would have to pay off the P of C
debt.
­already had trade with Europe.

*N.S.­ thought decision was too important to leave to politicians
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­they thought they would not benefit from
trade with the colonies
­didn't want to pay taxes on a railway
that wouldn't reach them.
­wanted to keep ties Great Britain
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