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ANSWERS

Contact is the term historians use to refer to the time when Europeans first came to North America.

Early Contact in the Maritimes

Why did both the First Nations and the Europeans agree to meet when the Europeans first arrived?

They agreed to meet because the First Nations were curious about the newcomers and were willing to see what they were all about.  The newcomers did not know how to survive in this land that was foreign to them so they badly needed the help that First Nations offered.  They both came to realize that there were good economic opportunities available.  The newcomers were interested in furs and the First Nations were interested in metal knives and pots.  This was the beginning of the fur trade.

Treaties

Define Treaty: An agreement between two or more nations to settle a war or agree on econmic issues.  It sets out the nations rights and responsibilities and is meant to be honoured and respected.

Both Great Britain and First Nations believed that making treaties would help them get along in the future.
Why did they believe this?

Great Britain believed that treaties would help make sure that First Nations sided with Britain in any conflicts with the French.  First Nations believed that the treaties would ensure peace and allow them to maintain their way of life for future generations.

Explain the Covenant Chain of Treaties.  What is another name they used for this?

They were the treaties entered into by Great Britain and First Nations between 1717 and 1779.  Chain means that the treaties are connected to one another.  The main idea of the treaties was that First Nations agreed to act peacefully toward the British and the British agreed to respect First Nations rights.  They were also known as Treaties of Peace and Friendship.

The Effects of the Fur Trade

Before the fur trade, people spent part of the year hunting animals such as caribou and moose, and parts of the year fishing along rivers and the coast.  This would allow them to find the best sources of food at each time of year.

With the fur trade, people began to spend more time hunting for fur-bearing animals such as fox and beaver which were highly valued by Europeans.

Because they weren’t spending as much time fishing and hunting for their own needs, people had to use more European goods such as flour and cloth.

Why did the fur trade end up being a problem for the natives?

Eventually the animal population in an area would become so low that people could not get enough furs so that they could trade for the things they needed.  The European fur traders would move farther west to find more furs.  This left the First Nations with the serious problem of not being able to look after their basic needs.  European settlement made it difficult for them to return to their traditional way of life.

The Effects of the European Settlement

In your own words, summarize how and why First Nations economies in the Maritimes were affected by Contact.

Students need to come up with their own answers for this question.

