Grade 7 Social Studies 2009-2010
Changing Your World
Hello Students and Parents/Guardians,


Welcome to Grade 7 Social Studies! The theme for Grade 7 is “empowerment”.  The curriculum examines various aspects of empowerment – including personal, political, cultural, social and national.  We explore the history of the Canadian nation from the early 1800’s to the formation of our current system of government.  We examine such topics such as how our aboriginal peoples and the early settlers made a living and lived their everyday life and how and why provinces came together to form the  country of Canada. We also look at contemporary topics such as poverty and  changing patterns in employment.  You, as a student, will explore these topics not only through the text but through activities and assignments such as webquests, creating posters, and even thinking about what you want to be in the future and how you will get there!

So here are the basics:

(Text: Changing Your World
(Units of Study: 
Chapter One: Changing Your World
Chapter Two: Economies in History
Chapter Three: Economic Security
Chapter Four: Preparing for the Future
Chapter Five: Life in British North America
Chapter Six: Listening to the People
Chapter Seven: Confederation

We typically concentrate on these chapters although there are more in the text. Advanced organizers/study guides will be given within the first few days of each new chapter. 

( Evaluation:

Assignments/Projects/Activities: 50 %  
Tests: 30%
Final Exam:  20%   


There is usually a test and an assignment for each chapter. The final exam for this course is cumulative which means it covers the whole year. So it is very important to keep a system of organization.  I suggest a binder to place all handouts and tests in.  Copies of everything distributed to the students will be placed on my webpage for this course as well. 
( Materials:

Students will be expected to have three key items each class:

· Pen/Pencil

· Folder/duotang  with exercise or loose leaf 
· Text
There will be regular folder checks and student’s preparedness for class will be tracked. 

(Missed time:

If a student misses time from class (ex. family holiday, short-term illness, appointments) it will be the responsibility of the student to catch up on the missed work. They will still be responsible for this work on an assignment/ test/exam.  However, if there is a catastrophic event (ex.  death in the family, long-term illness) then arrangements will be made between myself and the parent/guardian regarding the missed work.  
( Contact for Mr Craig Follett: 
 Phone: 

(  834-3916

E-mail: 

(  craigfollett@esdnl.ca
Website:

(  http://mail.esdnl.ca/~craig_follett
You can access my webpage directly from the school homework page.  There is a link next to my name.
I hope you enjoy this course and enjoy learning about the great country of Canada!!   
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Mr. Craig Follett
